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.   THE KEYS 
ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

GRANT PARK, IL 
 

 

   
 

 

October 2012 

Our Mission 
We are a family of faith that seeks to walk in the footsteps of Christ.   

We seek to know God’s will and purpose in our lives.  

 Our doors are open to all who wish to join our journey. 
 

 

ééNever Place a Period where God has placed a Comma. 
Gracie Allen; 20th century American comedian 
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CHURCH COUNCIL M INUTES 

AUGUST 28, 2012 

The meeting was called to order by Council President, Linda 

Neidlinger at 7:00 pm on Tue, Aug 28, 2012 
 

Members present:  Trisha Meherg, Linda Neidlinger, Larry 

Voigt, LaDonna Swanson, Michelle Claussen, and Larry Ohm. 

Absent:  Kevin Mussman, Stan Schneider, and Roger Sturm. 
 

Linda opened the meeting with prayer. 

¶ Motion was made and seconded to approve Secretaryôs 

minutes from the Jul 24, 2012 meeting.  Motion carried. 

¶ Motion was made and seconded to accept the Treasurerôs 
Report.  Motion carried. 

 

Unfinished Business:  
¶ There was no unfinished business to report on.  

 

New Business  

¶ The Fellowship Hall Task Force gave a report on the 

updating of Fellowship Hall and Sunday School areas.   

o The Church Council voted to call a special 

congregational meeting on Sunday, Sep 23, 2012 to 

vote on this project. 

¶ Discussion concerning redoing some of the Christmas 

decorations was held.  This issue will be taken to the 

Worship Committee at their meeting in Sep 

¶ The Property and Maintenance Committee will address a 

drain on the north sidewalk that needs to be covered. 
 

Pastor’s Report 

¶ Pastor Doug submitted a written report for July. 
 

Committee Reports 

¶ Board of Christian Education (CE) ï  

o Rally Day/Bike-a-Thon will be held Sep 9
th

  

o Christmas Program directors are still needed 
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¶ Budget Committee ï No meeting 

¶ Cemetery Committee ï No meeting 

¶ Church Life Committee ï No meeting 

¶ Endowment Committee ï No meeting 

¶ Memorial Committeeï No meeting 

¶ Mission Boardï No meeting 

¶ Property and Maintenance Committee ï No meeting 

¶ Worship Committee ï No meeting 
 

September ñCouncil Person of the Monthò is Kevin Mussman 

Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Sep 25
th

 at 7:00 pm 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn.  Motion carried 

The meeting was closed with the Lordôs Prayer 
 

Respectfully Submitted 

Michelle Claussen 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Church Council  
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (CE) MEETING M INUTES 

AUGUST 7, 2012 MEETING 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm on Tuesday,  

Aug 7, 2012. 
 

Members Present: Nancy Marcotte, Vicki Gawlinski, Marge 

Myers, Karen Brunello, Dawn Schroeder, Kim Sherwood, Keith 

Ohm, Heather Ohm, and Pastor Doug. 

Absent: Lisa Reichel, Natalie Lacer, and Linda Neidlinger 

(Council Rep). 

Pastor Doug opened the meeting with prayer. 
 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion made and seconded to approve the May 2012 minutes.  

Motion carried. 
 

Reports: 

¶ Budget ï  (Pastor Doug) 

o Bibles for the 2
nd

 graders (6) and Confirmands (4) 

have been purchased from the Sunday school 

account.  

¶ Report from the Church Council  

o Linda is on vacation.  She submitted a written report 

¶ Confirmation (Pastor Doug) 

o Letters have been sent to new Confirmands and 

parents, inviting them to a meeting Sep 16
th

 

¶ Sunday School Superintendant ï  (Dawn) 

o Continue to recruit teachers for Arts and Story Time 

as well as shepherds. 

o A welcome letter, Sunday school registration form, 

and Bike-a-Thon registration form and pledge sheet 

were posted on the website and sent by email to 

church members. 
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Old Business:  

¶ Vacation Bible School (VBS) Wrap-up 

o 67 youth attended VBS 

o Proceeds for the VBS mosquito net mission project 

for Mali, Africa currently total $552.90. 

o Discussion about the VBS week was held.  Many 

thanks to Vicki for all of her hard work and 

organization for a successful VBS this year! 

¶ Fundraisers (Linda) 

o Discussion was postponed until the Sep meeting 

¶ Rally Day 

o Sep 9
th

 set for Rally Day 

o Grant Park Fire Dept and Police Dept will lead the 

Bike-a-Thon parade 

o Potluck is being planned 

o Vote not to do the balloon release this year 

o Games are being planned 
 

New Business: 

¶ Bibles for the 2
nd

 grade class 

o Bibles will be  presented Sep 23
rd

 during worship 

¶ CE Board member recruitment 

o 2 people are needed to fill vacant and remaining 

terms 

¶ Christmas Program 

o Still need volunteers for Christmas programs  

¶ United Church of Christ (UCC) Conference 

o IL Conference of the UCC is offering a workshop 

on youth ministry Aug 18
th

 

o Marge, Linda, and Dawn have expressed interest in 

attending 
 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, Sep 4
th

 7:00 pm 

The meeting was adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Brunello 
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Board of Christian Education  
 

 

 

PROPERTY AND MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  M INUTES 

 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2012 MEETING  

The Property and Maintenance Committee met on Thursday, 

September 6, 2012 at 7:15 pm. in the conference room.  Those 

present- Larry Hamann, Steve Jones and Jill Claussen- Pastor 

Zimmerman opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

¶ Steve moved to approve secretaryôs report as written. Larry 
seconded.   

¶ Pastor presented a financial report. 

¶ The two replacement windows have been installed in the 

Christian Education area.   

¶ The gutters have been cleaned out on the parsonage. 

Thanks to Richard Boicken for the use of his lift.  

¶ The parsonage roof, the church and Christian Education 

roofs will be need to be re-done, possibly in the next 5 

years.   

¶ The front porch on the parsonage needs to be painted 

before winter.   
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¶ Fire alarm system for the church and parsonage has been 

placed on hold pending more information. 

¶ Fellowship Hall task force will be presenting information to 

the congregation. 

¶ Accessibility task force has visited 3 churches to view their 

accessible areas.  They are currently seeking more 

information. 

¶ Pastor Doug has asked if he could place a flower and shrub 

area on the south side of the garage to replace a grassy area.  

He was given permission to do so. 

 

Steve moved to adjourn with a second from Larry.  Meeting 

adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jill Claussen 

 

 

 
 

Property and Maintenance Committee  
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE  M INUTES 

 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2012 MEETING  

The Worship Committee of St. Peterôs UCC met on Thursday, Sep 

13, 2012 in the Conference room at 7:11 p.m.   

Those present- Karen Ekhoff,  Trisha Meherg, Council rep., Jill 

Claussen and Pastor Doug. 

¶ Minutes were approved as written.   

¶ Financial report-   

o Christmas tree  for Sunday School entrance and box 

to store it in were purchased.    

o We are over budget.  Pastor will check on that. 
 

Unfinished business-   

¶ Altar cloths-  

o Karen cannot find the colors we need nor the 

brocade material needed.  Jill will check with 

Concordia Supply. 

 

New Business- 

¶ Confirmation Sunday and World Wide Communion will be 

Oct 7. 

¶ Oct 21 will be Water Sunday.  Youth will participate in the 

service.  Pastor Bev Zell will be worshipping with us. 

o Doug will check with Ione and Audrey to see if they 

would like to coordinate lunch after church to visit 

with the Zellôs.  Karen and Jill can also help. 

¶ Totenfest Sunday, Nov 4- also communion 

¶ Thanksgiving Eve Service - 7:00 pm.  Communion served 

¶ Hanging of the Greens- Nov 25.   

o Trisha was asked by Council to bring to us the idea 

of changing out the windows decorations.  After 

some discussion it was decided that Trisha should 

ask the Council to form a committee like they did 

when the new outdoor nativity scene was 

purchased. 
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¶ Poinsettias will be sold Nov 25 through Dec 9
th

 

¶ Christmas Eve service will be at 7:00 and 10:00 pm. 

¶ Discussion about Maundy Thursday activities and Summer 

worship for 2013 was tabled until the Jan meeting. 

¶  

Next meeting will be Jan 31, 2013.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jill Claussen 

 

 
 

Worshi p Committee  
 

 

M ISSION BOARD M INUTES 

The Mission Board met on Sep 18, 2012 at 7:00 pm.  Members 

present were Pam Lawrence, Audrey Lehnert, Erin and Ron 

Hamann, LaDonna Swanson, and Pastor Doug 

Items of Discussion: 

¶ Salvation Army Dates for Next Year 

o Pam Lawrence will secure dates for next year to 

serve at the Salvation Army in Kankakee 

¶ Thanksgiving Baskets 

o We will pack six baskets for Grant Park families 

o Each child will receive a $50.00 Target gift card 
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o  Baskets will have a $25.00 gift card from Berkotôs 

o Baskets will be packed on Nov 18 after church 

o Audrey will prepare envelopes to be used with the 

Charlie Brown Christmas tree 

o Dates for receiving Charlie Brown Christmas 

offerings are Oct 28, Nov 4 and 11 

¶ Beecher Food Pantry 

o St. Luke UCC has a food pantry, open the second 

Saturday of the month from 9:00 ï 11:00 am 

o Grant Park residence are welcome to use the pantry 

o Ways to serve the food pantry will be investigated 

¶ Budget 

o The Mission Board reviewed the budget and 

suggested that it remain the same for next year 

¶ Mission Giving Calendar 

o The calendar will remain the same as in the past 

o Pastor Doug will seek short videos related to the 

various missions to increase awareness of projects 

¶ Share the Soles Mission Project 

o 106 pairs of shoes were collected and delivered by 

Linda Neidlinger in June 

The next meeting is scheduled for Jan 29, 2013 

Respectfully submitted, 

LaDonna Swanson 

 

 
 

Mission Board  
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OCTOBER MISSION GIVING 
Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM) –  

Also known as Basic Support, our contributions support Godôs 

mission in the Illinois Conference, nationally, and globally.  71% 

of our contribution stays in Illinois to carry out the mission of the 

Illinois Conference.  Part of that mission is the support of local 

church pastors and the local churches, helping local churches 

during the search and call process, and providing intervention 

teams to help local churches work through times of challenge. 

 

Neighbors in Need (NIN)    
NIN is an annual special mission offering of the UCC that 

supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 

United States.  One-third of NIN funds support the Council for 

American Indian Ministry 

(CAIM).  

Two-thirds of the offering is used 

by the UCC's Justice and Witness 

Ministries (JWM) to support a 

variety of justice initiatives, 

advocacy efforts, and direct 

service projects. 

 

 

 

 

FARMERS AND FRIENDS   
  

Farmers and Friends, a support group for men 

whose spouses have died, will meet at the USA 

Restaurant in Grant Park at 12:30 pm on 

Wednesday, Oct 17
th

.  
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TREASURERôS REPORT ï YEAR-TO-DATE THROUGH AUG 2012 

   Actual  Budget   
Total Income:  $103,832 $110,550 

Total Expenses: $104,036 $117,734 

Net Income:  ($      204) ($  7,184) 
 

 

 

GRANT PARK SENIOR MEETING  

The Grant Park Seniors will meet on Monday, Oct 15
th

 

from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at the Community Center, Dixie 

Highway, Grant Park.  

 

 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION    

If you would like to receive The Keys, our church 

newsletter, and/or your Giving Statements by 

email, please call the church office (815) 465-6191 or email us at:   

stpetersgp@sbcglobal.net or stpetersgp@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

RALLY DAY BIKE -A-THON RESULTS  

 Thanks to your generosity, donations received 

from the Rally Day Bike-a-Thon totaled $400.00.  

This money will help with future Sunday school projects.   

Thank you! 

 

 

HAVE THINGS CHANGED ?     

Has your house address, email address,  

or phone number changed? 

Please contact the Church Office to advise of the change!  

 

mailto:stpetersgp@gmail.com
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REPORT ON THE SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

A special congregational meeting was called by the Church 

Council for Sunday, Sep 23, 2012 to vote on the proposal 

presented by the Fellowship Hall Task Force, a subcommittee of 

the Property and Maintenance Committee.  Members of the 

Fellowship Hall Task Force are: Josie Boicken, Judy Lange, 

Norma Lehnert, and Shari Ohm.  We thank them for their work! 

 The following information was presented: 

LIGHTING AND CEILING TILE - The Property and Maintenance 

Committee voted at their September 6, 2012 meeting to update the 

florescent lighting throughout the church, except the sanctuary, and 

replace the ceiling tile in Fellowship Hall and the lounge area.  

The cost of replacing the ballasts and  install high efficiency bulbs 

in the existing fixtures is $1,569.84. The cost of the ceiling tile for 

the Fellowship Hall and lounge area is $609.80.   

These projects will be paid for through the Property and 

Maintenance budget.   

CARPETING - The Task Force asked for 3 bids for the carpeting 

project. A bid was accepted from James Valfre of Cedar Lake, IN, 

at a cost of $9,815.00.  This bid includes tearing out the old carpet, 

floor preparation, and installation of new carpet.  This does not 

include disposal of the old carpet. 

PAINTING - The Task Force asked for 3 bids for the painting 

project.  A bid was accepted from Mike Malkowski of DeBella & 

Sons Painting, Inc. of Grant Park, at a cost of $1,800.00.  This bid 

does not include the paint (estimated at 15 gallons for the walls and 

5 gallons for the ceiling).  The paint, EZ Care by True Value, will 

be purchased from Dillmanôs Hardware at $25.00 per gallon.   
 

The vote was unanimous in favor of proceeding with the project.  

The total cost of the project is estimated to be $12,115.  Memorial 

funds designated for this project are $6,040.  We are seeking 

donations to cover the remainder of the cost of the project.  
Please make checks payable to St. Peterôs UCC.  Designate on the 

donation that it is for the ñFellowship Hall Project.ò 
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FOOD PANTRY    

   

We participate with our sister churches in 

Beecher; St. Luke United Church of Christ 

(UCC), St. John UCC, and Community 

Church to provide food for people in need in the surrounding 

communities through the food pantry at St. Luke.   

 Pastor Doug volunteered at the food pantry Sep 8
th

.  He 

learned how the food pantry operates and the needs of the pantry.  

He plans to have the Confirmation class help in the near future. 
  

Donations received: 

   Monetary  Pounds of Items 

 June  $50.00   38 pounds 

 Year-to-Date $70.00   196 pounds 
 

Items needed for the pantry:   

Shampoo, dish soap, Kleenex, toilet paper, paper towels, laundry 

soap, bath soap, toothpaste, deodorant, canned potatoes, creamy 

peanut butter (no chunky), jelly. 
 

Monetary donations are always appreciated also.  The cash is 

used to buy perishables.  Make checks payable to St. Peterôs UCC. 
 

The Food Pantry is open the 2nd Saturday of each month from 

9:00 - 11:00 am at St. Luke UCC in Beecher.  Anyone is 

welcome to stop by if they are in need.    
 

 

 

THE ADULT EDUCATION CLASS     

The Adult Education class will meet Sunday evenings  

at 6:00 pm (meeting time will be discussed at the 

first class) beginning Sunday, Oct 14
th
.   

We will continue our study of the Hebrew Bible 

(Old Testament).  If you want to learn about the 

Hebrew Bible, join us,  

even if you havenôt been a part of the class before! 
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THE PASTORôS NOTE    
   

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO GIVE UP IN 

 ORDER TO DO THAT? 

I borrowed the title of this note from  

Rev. Lillian Danielôs August 24, 2012  

Still Speaking Devotional.  In her devotional she writes about 

taking on new projects.  Are you like Rev. Daniel, and me, taking 

on new projects, thinking that you can do what youôve been doing 

and include more?  Do you believe that somehow, you magically 

get more time in a day and can accommodate everything you plan 

to do?  We all get the same 24 hour day.   

 Perhaps, like Rev. Daniel suggests, we need to run the idea 

of taking on a new project by a wise person or two.  If weôre 

fortunate, the wisest person will ask, ñWhat are you going to give 

up in order to do that?ò 

 Every time we take on a new project, there will be less time 

for something else.  Every time we say ñYesò to something new, 

we need to be honest with ourselves and ask what weôre now going 

to give up to take on the new project that weôre excited about.  If 

we donôt ask this question weôre going to become overwhelmed, 

missing deadlines, disappointing people, staying up too late, and 

running out of energy. 

If we honestly take this approach and weigh the advantages 

to taking on a new project and giving up something weôre already 

doing, weôll find out how important the new project is to us. 

Make wise decisions about how much you can do.  If you 

take on something new, decide what you will give up.  You canôt 

expand the number of minutes in your day.  You can only do so 

much and still remain healthy.  Decide whatôs really important to 

you and make a choice. 

Pastor Doug  
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY- OCT 7, 2012  
The ten members of our Confirmation class will 

be confirmed on Sunday, Oct 7
th

 during our 

worship service.  The Confirmands will share their 

personal Statements of Faith, receive the Rite of 

Confirmation, and take Holy Communion.   

Please join us for this special service. 
 

 

 

THE NEW CONFIRMATION CLASS  

OF 2012- 2013 

The current class of 8
th

 graders, the 

Confirmation Class of 2012 ï 2013, will meet 

for their first Confirmation class with Pastor 

Doug on Sunday, Oct 14
th

 at 9:00 am.     
 

 

 

 

WE DESPERATELY NEED YOUR HELP! 

CO-DIRECTORS FOR THE  

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

ARE NEEDED 
Can you fill this chair?  Weôre seeking co-directors to work with 

our talented youth for this yearôs Youth Christmas Program, 

scheduled for Sunday, Dec 9
th

 at 3:00 pm.   

Contact Vicki Gawlinski (815 465-2558) or Pastor Doug.   
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CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS FUND AND 

THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKET DONATIONS  

This year, the Mission Committee is asking for 

cash donations and food items to help provide 

food for the Thanksgiving Food Baskets for area 

families in need.  Mission Committee members 

will purchase additional items needed for the 

baskets with the donations received.  We plan to sponsor six 

families. 

 We will receive donations for the Thanksgiving Food 

Baskets and the Charlie Brown Christmas Fund Oct 21
st
 through 

Nov 11
th

.  The Charlie Brown Christmas Fund provides a $50.00 

Target gift card for each child of local families who need help with 

expenses during the Christmas season.     

 Donations for the Charlie Brown Christmas 

Fund and for the Thanksgiving Food Baskets may 

be placed in the container at the back of the church.  

Please make checks payable to St. Peterôs UCC.  

Thanks for your help and for helping others!  

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THE SECOND GRADE CLASS 

A copy of The Adventure Bible for Early 

Readers Bibles was given to the members of our 

Second Grade Sunday School Class on Sunday, 

Sep 23
rd

.  Students receiving bibles were:   

Peyton Greenholt, Dylan Marcotte, Molly 

Markland, Shelby McKinstry, and  

Owen Reynolds.    
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Water Missions International is a nonprofit Christian engineering 

ministry providing sustainable safe water solutions, through a 

Christian world view perspective, to people in developing 

countries and disasters. We approach all our work with a sense of 

urgency and a commitment to excellence. Our faith and our belief 

in the sanctity of life compel us to develop and implement the best 

technologies and community development programs so that, 

through our work, God will be honored and glorified and lives will 

be transformed for eternity.  

Mission 
Our Mission is to be a best in class Christian Engineering Ministry 

that transforms lives through sustainable safe water solutions. 

Vision 
Water Missions International will be a Christian Engineering 

Ministry that is recognized as a global leader in transformational 

safe water solutions by 2017. 

Clean water is the source of life. It is the foundation for health, 

education, and viable economies. Through the generous support of 

individuals, churches, nonprofits, and businesses, Water Missions 

International has brought relief and hope to more than two million 

people across the globe. 

The life-saving work of Water Missions International is only 

possible with the faithful support of donors, volunteers, and 

partners. Thank you for joining us as we seek to come alongside 

the communities around the world who are in need of safe water. 
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WATER MISSIONS SUNDAY, OCT 21, 2012  

 Last year the offerings received in Sunday school were 

donated to the Ronald McDonald House ($300) and Sunrise Center 

Animal Rescue ($400). 

 This year, the Sunday school donations will be given to 

Water Missions International.  (See article about Water Missions 

International in this newsletter).  Rev. Bev Zell serves on the 

Board of Directors of this organization. 

 Pastor Bev will be joining us on Sunday, Oct 21 to help 

ñkick offò our Water Missions International project.  She will 

participate in the worship service which will be lead by our high 

school Sunday school youth.  Pastor Bev will 

share information about the organization and 

the importance of clean water.   

 Please join on Sunday, Oct 21
st
 for this 

service and to learn how we can help to 

provide clean water to others. 

 

 

LUNCH WITH BEV AND GARY ZELL  

Bev and Gary will be joining us for worship, Sunday, Oct 21
st
 to 

help us celebrate Water Missions Sunday.   Following worship,  

we plan to have a potluck dinner.  

Further details about the potluck will be in the 

weekly announcements in the bulletin. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS  
Warren Wessman ,  

Jen DeYoung (Cousin of Charlie Moore 

and Colleen Schroeder),   

Arlene Armstrong (sister of Judy Lange), 

Linda Frahm (daughter-in-law of Vic and 

Elaine Frahm) 

Lynn Knot (friend of Linda Neidlinger)  

Shannon Reding (friend of Jan Voigt)  

Bill Posey (Cousin of Karen Ekhoff & Karri Barrera) 

Elaine Frahm,  

Bill Pugh (Father of Jenny Hamann)  

all of Godôs children seeking comfort, support, peace, and love. 
 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAY LIST      
These birthdays are compiled from church membership records.   

Please call to our attention any omissions or corrections  

 

Louise Sievers  1 Andrew Hamann  

 19 

Gwyneth Stadt  3 Lisa Dennis   20 

Keaton Lacer  7 Ron Hamann   21 

Brandon Bird  8 Karl Schneider   21 

Lucas Castelli  9 Marvin Bredemeier  24 

Karl Reichel  10 Dylan Bettenhausen  25 

Nixon Marcotte  11 Roberta Ferris   25 

William Weybright 11 Tom Barrera   27 

Lisa Reichel  12 Lisa Delany   27 

Stanley Schneider 12 Ethan Schneider   27 

Paige Flynn  14 Larry Hamann   28 

Beverly Junker  14 Jeffrey Mussman   28 

William Reichel  14 Holly Wade   28 

Mark Schneider  14 Sheryl Wieghaus   28 

Adrian Fox  16 Margaret Chesterfiled  31 

Kalie Lergner  17 Austin Langlois   31 

Michael Loitz  17 Christopher Mussman  31 

Kaylie Meherg  17  Linda Neidlinger   31 
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THANK YOU NOTES  

 

This is a Thank You note from Group Cares. 

Group Cares sponsors the mosquito net project for the children 

in Mail, Africa that we helped through your offerings and the 

donations given through Vacation Bible School this past July. 
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Micah 6:8    (New Revised Standard Version) 
God has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

and what does God require of you  

but to do justice,  

and to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with your God? 
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A SUMMARY OF THE HISTORY OF  

ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Summarized from the 1970 ï 1970 Centennial Celebration Booklet 

¶ April, 1870 - Organized our church as the German United 

Evangelical St. Peterôs Congregation in Sumner, Kankakee 

County, IL 

¶ Sep 26 1870 ï Heusing family gave 2 acres of land for a 

cemetery.   

o Dedicated as Heusing Cemetery on Oct 20, 1870 

¶ Jan, 1872 ï Plans for building the first church made 

o In the next few years there was a split in the 

congregation 

¶ May 19, 1878 ï Reorganized as the German Evangelical St. 

Peterôs Society 

o Built first church on land donated by CC Campbell 

located on the corner of Stanley and Curtis 

o Construction was completed Mar 2, 1879 at a cost 

of $1,076 

¶ 1881 ï the first parsonage built in fall 

¶ July 12, 1887, 8 women became charter members 

¶ 1890 - Schoolhouse built next to church (18 x 24 x12 high) 

o Church bell purchased for $155 

o Bell rung every Sat evening for over 80 years 

¶ 1891 ï first body brought inside the church for a funeral 

¶ 1895 church celebrated its 25
th

 anniversary 

¶ 1899 church debt paid 

¶ Sunday, Apr 21, 1912 a tornado struck GP 

o Destroyed the church and school.   

o Left altar and Bible untouched.  Bible open to 

Romans 10:8-15 

Á Theme read, ñOne great prize of Godôs love 
is our pilgrimage of our faith.ò 

¶ Congregation decided to rebuild a new church at the 

current location (vote of 42 to 2) 

o Original vote was to build the church of all brick 

Á Some controversy over the vote 
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Á 5 weeks later, 2
nd

 vote taken.  (frame 

building w/ brick veneer) 

Á Cost - $8,914.76 without furnishings 

¶ March 2, 1913 - New church dedicated  

o 2 services held in German at 10:00 am & 2:00 pm.  

1 evening service in English 

o Parsonage built beside the church for $4,327.76 

o Old parsonage sold to Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Heldt 

¶ Rev. Arno Zimmerman became pastor on Apr 19, 1914 

o First minister with a car so a garage was built 

¶ 1914 ï 

o German language still used for most services 

o Fees for funeral services preached in English were 

higher than in German 

o Menôs Brotherhood (Churchmanôs League) and the 

ñEvangelical League (Youth).ò 

¶ 1915 ï Tabitha Sewing Circle formed 

¶ Sep 19, 1920 ï 50
th

 anniversary celebrated 

o Services were held during the morning, afternoon, 

and evening 

¶ 1920s ï 1930s saw many changes 

o Use of the English language became the more 

dominant.  Tension surrounded this change 

Á 1921 ï part of the confirmation class 

confirmed in English, part in German 

Á 1923 ï first class instructed & confirmed in 

English. 

o Hitching posts were removed from the church 

cemetery 

o City water was installed on the church properties 

o Church constitution written in both German and 

English (1930 

Á 1930 ï church records written only in 

English 

¶ 1931 ï envelope system adopted for the collection of 

monies 
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¶ 1934-  Evangelical Synod of North America merged 

with the Reformed Church 

o St. Peter’s renamed, “St. Peter’s Evangelical & 

Reformed Church. 

¶ 1936 ï Occasional German worship services were held.  

Gradually discontinued 

¶ 1938 ï Cemetery Assn of the St. Peterôs Evan & Reformed 

Church of GP formed 

¶ 1940s ï 

o Installation of some stained glass windows and the 

renovation of the church basement 

¶ Apr 15 - 22, 1945 ï  Week long Diamond Jubilee 

Celebration and the rededication of St. Peterôs. 

¶ 1950s ï  

o Additional stained glass windows added 

o Another acre was purchased for Heusing Cemetery 

o 1956 ï new fence put around the entire cemetery 

o Lighted bulletin board installed 

o Plans started to remodel the kitchen and church 

¶ 1957 – United Church of Christ created with merger of 

Congregational Christian Church and the 

 Evangelical  and Reformed Church 

o All E&R churches became UCC 

o Congregational Christian churches voted on the 

issue 

¶ 1959 ï Pew communion was introduced to the 

 congregation 

¶ 1960s ï  

o New entryways to the church 

o Land south of the parsonage was leveled and made 

into a lighted, asphalt parking lot 

o 1964 - Hanging of the Greens ; first church 

newsletter ñThe Keysò 

o 1966 - Christmas Eve candlelight service,  

o 1967 - 2 Easter services introduced 
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o 2 parcels of land were purchases south of the 

parking lot 

o Choir loft erected in the NE corner of the sanctuary 

o Mrs. Ruth Schneider hired as our first church 

secretary 

o Pictorial directory was made 

¶ 1970 ï celebrated 100
th

 anniversary with 4 Sundays of 

centennial events 

¶ 1974 ï Christian Education addition was finished 

¶ 1980s ï New Allen electric organ and chair lift purchased 

with Memorial funds 

¶ 1985 ï 1986 ï Sanctuary renovation done.  Dedicated Jun 

28, 1986 

¶ 1992 ï Fellowship Hall and kitchen renovations completed 

¶ 1999 ï new roof put on the church 

¶ 2001 ï renovations done in the parsonage 

¶ 2004 ï new hymnals purchased 

¶ 2007 ï restoration and recovering of the stained glass 

windows completed 

¶ 2010 ï restoration of the bell tower 

 

During the first 100 years (1870 ï 1970) we had: 

 1,193 baptisms 

 845 confirmations 

 327 marriages 

 555 burials 

 Church membership was 388 in 1970 
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WHO ARE WE AS THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST (UCC)? 
(Information given below is as of September 2012) 

¶ The Polity of UCC ï the local church has authority 

¶ The Illinois Conference ï  

o 256 churches in the IL Conference with a total of 

about 80,000 members 

o 5 Association (Chicago Metropolitan, Fox Valley, 

Prairie, Eastern, and Western) 

o The IL Conference was created in 1964. 

o 3
rd

 largest conference in the UCC 

o Home of the largest UCC church, Trinity UCC, 

Chicago 

o Make up of the IL Conference churches 

Á 30% Urban, 37% Suburban, 33% Rural 

o The IL Conference is the top two-thirds of the state 

of IL.  IL South Conference is the bottom third of 

the state 

¶ The UCC has: 

o 1.2 million members 

o Nearly 5,600 churches 

o 38 Conferences 

¶ General Synod of the UCC is held every 2 years 

  Exec Council (meets in between General Synod 

sessions) 

 

A SHORT SUMMARY OF SOME OF THE BELIEFS OF THE  

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

We believe: 

¶ in the triune God 

¶ that each person is unique and valuable 

¶ that each person is on a spiritual journey 

¶ that the persistent search for God produces an authentic 

relationship w/God 

¶ that all of the baptized belong body & soul to our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ 
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¶ all people of faith are invited to join Christ at Christôs table 
for the sacrament of Holy Communion 

¶ that the UCC is called to be a united and uniting church 

  ñThat they may all be one (John 17:21) 

¶ that God calls us to be servants in the service of others 

¶ in the power of peace 

WE ARE A PEOPLE OF POSSIBILITY  

 

Ecumenical Partnerships 

¶ Relationship in Full Communion 

o Recognize each otherôs sacraments 

o Orderly transfer of ministers from one 

denomination to another 

o Denominations include: 

Á Disciples of Christ (DOC) 

Á Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA) 

Á Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Á Reformed Church in America 

Á United Church of Christ 
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OCTOBER 2012 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
1 5:30 pm Brownies        
2 7:00 pm  Christian Ed       
3 7:00 pm S Sr. Choir       

                         Dart - Mokena at Grant Park     
6 7:00 pm  Octoberfest Parade     
7 9:00 am  Sunday School       
              9:00 am             Confirmation Class Pictures     

10:30 am WorshipService/Confirmation      
                            Communion       

10 7:00 pm  Sr. Choir       
                         Dart ð Peotone at Grant Park    

13 9:00 ð 11:00 St. Luke Food Pantry      
14 9:00 am  Sunday School       

9:00 am  2013 Confirmation Class     
10:30 am Worship Service      
6:00 pm  Adult Education      

15 5:30 pm  Brownies       
17 12:30   Farmerõs & Friends      

7:00 pm  Sr. Choir       
  Dart ð Grant Park at Manhattan    

21 9:00 am  Sunday School       
9:00 am  2013 Confirmation Class     
10:30 am Worship Service      
6:00 pm  Adult Educat ion      

23 7:00 pm  Church Council      
24 7:00 pm  Sr. Choir       

                             Dart ð Grant Park Bye      
28 9:00 am  Sunday School       

9:00 am  2013 Confirmation Class     
10:30 am Worship Service      

 6:00 pm  Adult Education      
29 5:30 pm  Brownies       
31 7:00 pm  Sr. Choir       
   Dart ð Matteson at Grant Park     
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ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
310 N. MEADOW ST. P.O. BOX 220 

GRANT PARK, IL 60940 
 

Church Office/Parsonage Phone: (815) 465-6191 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (815) 342-8927 

Church Email Addresses: stpetersgp@sbcglobal.net and  

stpetersgp@gmail.com 

Church Website: www.stpetersgp.org 

Facebook: St. Peter’s UCC Grant Park 

STAFF 
Rev. Doug Zimmerman, Pastor 

Marcia Langlois, Office Administrator 

Beverly Junker, Financial Secretary 

Ann Smith, Senior Choir Director 

Kathy Ekhoff, Junior Choir Director 

Judy Schneider, Organist 

Delores Caton, Organist 

Christine Garbaciak, Custodian 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Linda Neidlinger, President 

LaDonna Swanson, Vice President 

Michelle Claussen, Secretary 

Larry Voigt, Treasurer Larry Ohm, Assistant Treasurer 

Stanley Schneider, Trisha Meherg, Kevin Mussman, and  

Roger Sturm 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Judy Schneider, Heather Ohm, Charlie Moore, Eric Frahm, and 

Ray Isbell 
 

NNoo  MM aatt tt eerr  WWhhoo  YYoouu  AArree  oorr  WWhheerree  yyoouu  AArree  oonn  LLii ffeeõõss  JJoouurrnneeyy,,  

YYoouu  AArree  WWeell ccoommee  HHeerree 

mailto:stpetersgp@sbcglobal.net
http://www.stpetersgp.org/

